
Distinguishing	Behaviour	
	

Disengaged	 Disruptive	 Unacceptable	
Behaviour	may	indicate	that	
a	child	is	bored,	unsettled	or	

unhappy	

Behaviour	describes	a	child	
whose	behaviour	prevents	other	

children	from	enjoying	
themselves	

Behaviour	that	is	violent	to	
themselves	or	others,	or	
includes	destruction	of	
equipment/property	

	
Adel	is	wandering	around	the	
nursery	and	dropping	toys	as	

she	wander	
	

	

Chup	and	Chick	are	playing	shops,	
and	Nick	keeps	removing	the	till	
so	Chup	and	Chick	can’t	play	

Drawing	on	the	walls	
inside	the	nursery	with	felt	

pen	

Lisa	is	rolling	around	in	a	rest	
basket	whimpering	

Adam	child	keeps	knocking	down	
a	tower	Itamar	is	building.	Itamar	

is	becoming	very	upset	

Shira	stabs	Ben	in	the	arm	
with	a	folk	and	then	takes	
his	carrots	from	his	plate	

when	he	cries	
	

The	children	are	waiting	for	
their	lunch	to	be	served,	

Shira	runs	her	folk	down	the	
side	of	Tom’s	face,	making	it	
bleed	as	she	‘strokes’	him	

with	the	folk	
	

Shira	keeps	pushing	her	plate	
away	from	her	with	her	folk	at	
lunch	time,	and	then	laughs	as	it	
knocks	off	the	other	children’s	

plates	from	the	table	

Lionnel	pulls	down	Rosie’s	
knickers	and	pushes	a	

plastic	tube	from	heuristic	
play	into	her	bum	until	she	

cries	

Shai	(3)	is	sitting	on	a	carpet	
with	a	basket	of	toys,	which	
another	child	is	using,	and	
then	starts	emptying	the	

content	from	all	the	trays	in	
the	unit	onto	the	floor.	Toys	
on	top	of	toys	on	top	of	toys	

	

It	is	circle	time	and	Andrula	wants	
to	sing	Happy	and	you	know	it,	
but	Nick	chooses	to	sing	the	

Wheels	on	the	Bus.	While	all	the	
other	children	start	singing	with	
Nick,	Andrula	shouts	loudly	

‘Rhaaa	Rhaaa	Rhaaa’	

Jamit	approaches	Antony	
from	behind	and	slaps	him	
around	the	back	of	the	
head,	and	bites	his	neck,	
pushing	out	of	bima	he	is	
in,	then	takes	the	bima	to	

play	with	himself	

Udi	walks	round	the	nursery	
kicking	table	legs,	emptying	
baskets	upside	and	pushing	
over	bimbas	in	the	garden	

During	Friday	club	June	(2	½)	
keeps	pulling	Jhoni	(6	months)	

blanket	off	as	he	is	trying	to	sleep	

Ellie	and	SP	(5	yrs)	write	
their	names	on	a	wooden	
block	in	the	preschool	

garden	with	a	permanent	
marker	

	
	


